REYNOLDSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE COUNCIL  

Held at Minor Hall, Reynoldston at 7.30pm on Tuesday 13th January 2026

Present: Cllrs. Clarke, Twitchett, Ashelby, Thomas, Spacie, Internal Auditor Aimee Dyer and the Clerk Paul Sizer 

Apologies:  Cllr – Cousins Personal 

There was no request from members of the public for Zoom access to the meeting.

Councillor Clarke welcomed everyone to the meeting 

The Internal Auditor attended the budget meeting prior to the main Council meeting and left at 7.30 when the full Council meeting started due to other commitments.
	
	

	
	Before the meeting commenced, the Councillors met with the Clerk and the Internal Auditor to discuss and agree the budget and precept request for 2026/2027.  The budget, having been prepared by the Clerk- was amended slightly by the Councillors and then adopted at the main Council meeting which was held afterwards.


	1.
	Disclosures of Personal Interest
Any disclosures would be stated before any agenda item


	2.
	To approve the minutes of the previous meeting 
Cllr. Clarke proposed they be accepted and Cllr. Thomas seconded.  This was agreed by all present.


	3.
	Matters arising
All items in the minutes were also on the agenda and would be discussed during the meeting. 
 

	
	The Clerk advised the Council that Cllr Hughes from Llanrhidian Lower was due to attend and the Chair agreed to move item 4 to later in the proceedings once she had arrived.


	5.
	Co-option of new Councillor
Cllr Thomas had been contacted by a member of the Community but she had not resided in the Community for the statutory 12 months but would be so at the next meeting.  Cllr. Thomas was asked to invite the resident along to the next meeting.


	6.
	To agree Budget for 2026/2027
The Clerk had prepared a budget and his proposal was discussed before the meeting.  The Clerk was asked to make a few changes to the budget and request a precept of £8800 from City & County of Swansea for the year 2026/2027.  The Clerk was asked to report back to City & County of Swansea with the Council’s request for precept.


	7.
	Update on boundary changes
There has been no further news regarding the boundary changes but an invitation has been issued by One Voice Wales to attend four optional Zoom meetings to discuss the changes and how to implement them over the next two months.  The Clerk would attend with the Chair and report back.


	8.
	Grants 
The Clerk had received a request from the Badminton Club for £230.99 for equipment from the small grant fund.  The request fulfilled all the requirements of this grant fund and Cllr. Clarke proposed offering the grant which was seconded by Cllr Twitchett.  All present agreed.  The Clerk will contact the Badminton Club and make the payment as soon as possible.

At the last meeting of the Community Council, it was agreed to possibly offer the second payment to the Village Hall of £1,000 but carried over to this meeting.  Cllrs. Clarke and Spacie abstained at this stage from any discussions and vote as they were connected to the Village Hall.  Cllr. Thomas proposed making the second payment of £1,000 which was seconded by Cllr. Twitchett.  It was agreed by all present

The Clerk reported that the WI had to change to location of their event they were attending as the original event was full but a second location was selected and all attending enjoyed the trip.

The Clerk read out an email received from Reynoldston Village Hall thanking the Council for the grant offered at the last meeting.


	4.
	Questions from members of the public (limited to 15 minutes) 
Cllr Sam Hiughes, attended the meeting in her capacity as the Chair of Llanrhidian Lower.  She discussed matters which were affecting all of Gower and had prepared a letter to be sent to the City & County of Swansea and was asking if Reynoldston CC would support the letter.  Cllr. Hughes left a copy of the letter behind for all Councillors to read after the meeting and discuss.

The Chair thanked Cllr Hughes for attending the meeting.


	9.
	Village greens and highways
The work on the upper green and the culvert had not started due to the bad weather.  NRP Landscapes are waiting for better weather before they commence the work.  The Clerk will make contact and see when they intend to commence the agreed work.            ACTION POINT Mr P Sizer

City & County of Swansea had undertaken some remedial work on Stouthall lane

The Clerk had received an email from Ms. Lucy Charlton of Knelston, send to Cllr. Lewis regarding the condition of the A4118 between Stouthall and Knelston and other matters.  The Clerk had received a response from Cllr. Lewis and the matters were ongoing. 

The Bus Shelter was discussed with regard to the proposed painting of a mural inside the shelter.  Once the budget had been noted, it was agreed to hold off any more work on the shelter and leave in it’s updated condition.


	10.
	Planning applications
There was one Planning Application:
Use of land for the siting of a maximum 5 touring caravans from Good Friday or 1st April (whichever is earlier) to 31st October during the 2026 and 2027 seasons 
Little Reynoldston Farm Reynoldston Swansea SA3 1AQ
This was a regular application and the Council had no objections on the matter.


	11.
	Training – including Digital Awareness and Defib/CPR Training
There were no requests for training from the Councillors.

Earlier on the 13th January, the Chair and the Clerk attended a Digital Awareness session the Clerk had organised and presented by Age Cymru.  The meeting had been attended by 11 guests from around the Community and 2 presenters.  The event was a resounding success and a second and slightly different event was agreed to be held on Tuesday 24th March from 10.30 to 12.30.  The Clerk had provided refreshments for the event and it was agreed for him to add these to his expenses to be presented to the Council at the March meeting.

The proposed Defib/CPR training had been set for February but due to lack of contact from Heartbeat Trust this event has been postponed to March.


	12
	Clerks Update
The bank accounts at Nat West Bank stood at:
Current Account £ 3881.34
Deposit account £10069.48
Total                 £13950.82

Since the last meeting, the Clerk reported receiving interest of £8.64 and the final precept payment from City & County of Swansea of £2666.66, the Clerk also reported receiving a VAT refund of £570.00

Since the last meeting the Clerk had paid:
· RVH for hire £16.00
· St Georges Church Graveyard £2560.00
· HMRC £326.67
· Clerks net Salary £889.71
· RVH £1000.00
· Reynoldston Village News £200.00
· Reynoldston WI £377.00
· Cilibion Timber for the Christmas Tree £204.00


The Clerk asked permission to make the following payments:
· RVH for hall rental for the current meeting c£16.00
· RVH for the use of the Minor Hall for the Digital Training event £16.00
· RVH grant of £1000.00
· Age Cymru donation of £100.00 for the Digital Training event.
· Mr D. Perrin, as agreed in a previous meeting, £100.00 for arranging the VAT refund and training of the Clerk to claim any future refunds.

Cllr Thomas proposed that these payments were made and this was seconded by Cllr Twitchett.

The Clerk arranged copies of the Councillor Allowances and Expenses claims with the Councillors and asked if he could receive these before the next meeting so he could arrange any requested payments.

The Clerk reported that the website Reynoldston.com was currently not operating.  Apparently, the four-year payment for the site was due in November and the invoice had been sent to a previous Clerk to an email address that was no longer in use so the invoice could not be retrieved.
The Clerk was working with two members of the community to try and access this invoice so the website could be put in operation again.
It was agreed that the Clerk use any reasonable efforts to re-establish the website.

The Clerk offered a list to all Councillors of proposed dates of meetings in 2026 and he has booked the Minor Hall for all these meetings.

The Clerk had received a request from Knelston School for funds.  It was agreed that as Reynoldston CC had supported the school in full last year, other Community Councils should offer to support them so at this moment the request was declined however it might be looked at again at the year end.

There had been a message left on the new Reynoldston CC Facebook page from a resident in Bury Green asking for assistance with Pink refuse bags.  Bury green is not in the Reynoldston CC area but they were directed to the correct Community Council to support them.  It was another good use of the Facebook page.

The Clerk had received the Audit Wales report on the 24/25 accounts.  The Clerk had already reported to the Council on the error he had made on the return regarding General Power of Competence.  The report also noted that “The Council has not published their accounts including the audit opinion from 2022-2023 & from other reporting periods prior to this”
The Clerk agreed to look into the matter once the Website had been reactivated.

The Clerk had received a request from City & County of Swansea asking to sponsor the “Together We Care Awards Ceremony” The Clerk had advised City & County of Swansea the Council had insufficient funds to support them and this was agreed by all the Councillors present.

On the 21sat January 2026, the AGM of One Voice Wales was being held and they had requested that as many Councils as possible to attend the on-line meeting.  Cllr. Thomas agreed to attend the event.

The Clerk had received a supply of “stickers” to be put on doors advising that the household did not accept “uninvited or unexpected callers”.  A supply was to be offered to the Afternoon Club and the WI.  The remaining stocks were to be left at the post office.


	14. 
	Website/Social Media/Village Newsletter
It was agreed for Cllr. Ashelby to enter an article in the Village Newsletter about today’s and the next Digital Awareness training day plus the Defib training once a date has been set.


	15.
	AOB
There were no AoB


	15.
	Date of next meeting
Tuesday 10th March


	
	The meeting closed at 9.05
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