Reynoldston Reading Group report-Aug 2014.
Last month the group read a novel by one of our favourite contemporary

 English writers Sebastian Faulks  -- unfortunately the book ‘A Week in December’

did not live up to expectations and was a disappointment to some members.

There is valid criticism in that there are far too many shallow, unlikeable characters,

some peripheral, a tedious amount of high finance skullduggery detail, and 

unforgiveablely  a lacklustre ending. The plot is set in London seven days before Christmas and 

follows the lives of seven characters before they sit down together  for dinner 
on Friday evening at the home of a newly elected Tory MP. Seven wintery days to 
track the lives of seven characters; a hedge fund manager, a professional footballer 

recently arrived from Poland, a young lawyer with little work and too much time to

speculate, an Islamist student, a hack book reviewer, a schoolboy hooked on drugs,

 and a millionaire pickle manufacturer.

So where are the positives? The book is an extremely clever satirical look into high
flying London life in the year 2007 and it isn’t until the readers are well into the tale

they realise that the author is presenting a ‘state of the nation’ assessment.

 It is full of ironic sarcasm, exposing, denouncing and deriding the folly of contemporary

London life, a satire on “Notting Hill Cameroons”—not the African sort but the 

David Cameron figures. There is deep research into the sharp practices of the financial

world leading up to the banking collapse. Stupidity and bad behaviour features in all 
societies  but in this book it excels in many of the characters who pursue their own selfish 

ambitions at the expense of all others.  Does it sound like a good read?  Well, put it like this 

it will have greater appeal for male readers!!!

Our next book is something completely different—‘The View from Castle Rock’ by Alice Munro.

