 Animal Dreams 2 amended
Our latest read was ‘Animal Dreams’ by Barbara Kingsolver a novel set in an 

imaginary small town in Arizona in the 1970s/80s. The story is based on the life 

of Codi Noline who returns to her home town after a fifteen year absence, 

where as far back as she could remember she had always felt an outsider. Her 

father, the local doctor had always kept her and her sister Hallie apart from 

most of the townspeople. The novel mixes the themes of culture, love and 

death with a woman’s struggle to find herself in life. Her quest seems to be to 

achieve tranquillity with the world around her. Apart from the main story the 
novel encompasses environmental issues after the small town has been 
exploited by a mining company which results in the poisoning of the local river
 and the land.  These were once the preserve of the various Indian tribes 
whose culture can still be observed in the ancient buildings in the remnants of 
their reservations. Codi forms a relationship with Lloyd who is of American 
Indian descent and he believes that man should live in perfect harmony with 
the environment.  A beautiful written book, enjoyed by all the members.
Our next book is ‘The Color of Water’ by James McBride.

