Brooklyn by Colm Toibin is a story of a young Irish woman, Ellis Lacy, who leaves provincial Ireland in the early 1950’s to live and work in Brooklyn. The novel charts her uncomfortable sea journey to America, her arrival in a strange, busy land and initial homesickness. After struggling to adjust to her new life, she settles and progresses in work and further education, finds romance from an Italian American and experiences the social issues of other immigrant societies.

Her progress is suddenly halted by a family tragedy back home that forces a temporary return home to Ireland. There she is confronted with the dilemma of either returning to New York and her Italian partner, or rebuilding her life in Ireland. This leads up to a final section, subtle and engrossing.

We enjoyed the author’s portrayal of Ellis’s relationships with those closest to her. We found the prose simple and engaging. We liked both the book and film but the two have different endings: the book rather sad, the film romantic and happy.
