BURIAL RITES by HANNAH KENT
A fictional novel based on historical facts heavily and accurately researched, it is set in Northern Ireland in 1829 and chronicles the possible story of the last Icelandic woman to be executed. Hannah Kent’s powerfully written account tells the story of Agnes Magnusdottir who was tried and sentenced to death for her part in the murder of her lover. While awaiting execution Agnes was placed under the care of farming family and forced to work to earn her keep. 

During this period the reader gradually learns her personal history and the sequence of events that led to the tragic incident. One group found the author’s accurate research interesting and we were able to envisage much of the harsh living conditions in the Icelandic farming community in the early nineteenth century. The discussion meeting was broadened by members’ own experiences of travelling in Iceland. If there was criticism – and there is always something to find fault with –it was the slow progress and the lack of suspense in the narration. That said, there was much to praise in the novel.
