Reynoldston Reading Group
Last month we read an unusual biography entitled ‘The Color of Water’ by James McBride. This true story is a black man’s tribute to his mother and recounts her almost unbelievable life. 
The author’s mother was a Polish Orthodox Jew who migrated to America at the age of two with her family during the early 1920s. They settled in Virginia where they led an isolated life; shunned by blacks because they were white  and shunned by the whites because they were Jewish. She left home and moved to New York when she was nineteen and never returned. She met and married the author’s father, a black man, when mixed race marriages were still frowned upon by whites and blacks. In fact she married a second time and raised twelve children. The author tells of his childhood, of his family, and of the issue of race that ultimately coloured his life while growing up in a predominantly black neighbourhood where his mother stood out by the colour of her skin. It is an unusual story of everyday life with added complexities.
The group members were highly impressed by the story of mother and son, admired the strong, authentic and captivating voice of the author. Naturally the discussion group ranged over many childhood memories that were just as interesting as those in the book.  Unanimously voted a good read.
Our next book  is ‘A Week in December’ by Sebastian Faulks ; the setting is London in 2007.

