Flight Behaviour by Barbara Kingsover
Our latest book was Flight Behaviour by Barbara Kingsover. The setting is current day America among a poor white farming community in the Appalachian mountains where the Turnbow family are struggling to survive. The recession has hit hard wiping out the family’s meagre profits.

On the mountain above the farm a young mother, the main character Dellarobia Turnbow, discovers a beautiful and terrible marvel of nature, the Monarch butterflies had not migrated South for the winter. Was this a miraculous message from God or a spectacular sign of climate change?

Her discovery results in attracting thousands of visitors. At the heart is the interaction between three distinct groups of people: the media, scientists who want to present the facts and the farmers who want to preserve their livelihoods. Flight Behaviour is a poignant novel, a topical and deeply human story touching on class, poverty and climate change. The book generated an interesting discussion and the group felt that the author displayed an extraordinary understanding of family dynamics.
