 “Heat and Dust” by Ruth Prawer Jhabvala. 
This is an entertaining and well-written story that explores Anglo-Indian relations through the power of romance. Set in two distinct eras, colonial India of the nineteen twenties during the time of the Raj, and the independent, freewheeling India of the nineteen seventies, during the time when India was a mecca  for disenfranchised youth. It tells the story of two related women. One is of Olivia, the attractive young English wife of a minor district official in colonial India, who in 1923 caused a great scandal by running off with the Nawab, a local Indian prince. Divorced by her husband Douglas , for the scandalous transgression , Olivia remains in India. The second story is that of the  narrator, a descendant of Douglas and his second wife. During the 1970s , fascinated by the story of the now deceased Olivia, she goes to India visiting those locations where Olivia had lived and those which would have been a part of her existence at the time.  As did Olivia, she falls under the India spell. And as did Olivia she has an Anglo-Indian love affair, and picks up where Olivia left off, giving the reader a powerful sense of de-ja vu.
