Hokey Pokey Man by Anita Arcari

Our latest read was Hokey Pokey Man by Anita Arcari, an emotional family saga spanning generations and set against the background of two world wars in Europe. The Hokey Pokey Man follows the fortunes of Tino, a young peasant boy from the impoverishes sunny mountains of Southern Italy, whose destiny lies in bustling London and eventually Swansea and Morriston where his enterprise established successful businesses of cafés and ice cream parlours. This is a fictional story woven in with historical facts including the wartime bombing of Swansea. It records a life of hard times with sadness, betrayal and toil and details Italian customs and lives in Italy, London and Swansea. Family history inspires Anita Arcari to visit her father's birthplace, Picinisco, a village set in the Abruzzo mountains that produced this interesting and easy read. Our discussion meeting spent reminiscing our childhood days drinking flavoured cordials and enjoying Italian ice cream at cafés all over South Wales. Our thoughts on the book were generally favourable, an entertaining read but with little literary content.
