On Green Dolphin Street – Sebastian Faulks   July 2013-08-04
The staging is America in 1959. In summary, a love story set against the background of the political race for the White House between Nixon and Kennedy.

The central character is Mary van de Linden, wife of a British diplomat with two young children whom she adores. She finds herself forced to choose between her over dependent alcoholic husband and the new love of her life, newspaper reporter Franc Renso with whom she enjoys a passionate affair. It is a story told by a skilful novelist whose characterisation and historical content is flawless and told with emotional narrative. The author recounts the storyline from Mary’s point of view and gives a depiction of how it feels to be a female in love; it is full of intensity and desire. The end is unexpected on so many levels, but more than anything else it allows the characters to live on in the imagination of the reader with so many ‘what ifs’ leaving the reader still firmly ensconced in the tangled lives of the characters. Opinion among our group was polarised; some loved the book and found nothing to criticise but others judged the story to be unappealing with difficulty in engaging with the characters.

