Reynoldston Reading Group
Our latest read was ‘The Hare with Amber Eyes. A Hidden Inheritance’ by 
Edmund De Waal. 

The author’s very original subject is a biography of a netsuke, a collection of 
264 miniature carved Japanese figurines brought as a job lot in Paris in the 
1870s. Also, it is a biography of De Vaal’s family; the story covers the ascent 
and decline of a wealthy Jewish dynasty and the loss ,dispersal and the survival 
of the objects.  The collection of the carved ornaments that includes the Hare 
with Amber Eyes is a common thread for the tale of its three Jewish owners 
and the three rooms in which it has been kept over a period of 140 years. The 
first  room is a study in a house in Paris in the 1870s, the second the dressing 
room of De Vaal’s great grandmother Emmy von Ephruui in the vast Palais 
Ephrussi in Vienna. The third room is that of her son Ignace in Tokyo in the 
1970s. The author is the fifth generation to inherit the collection.
De Waal extensive research traces the netsuke’s journey through the 
generations of his remarkable family against the backdrop of a tumultuous 
century. The novel won the 2010 Costa Biography award and for a change the
 members of the reading group fully endorsed the winning choice. A 
thoroughly absorbing read that is fully recommended.
Our next book is ‘The Blasphemer’ by Nigel Farndale.
