Reynoldston Reading Group
Last month our book was ‘The Wings of the Dove’ by Henry James.  Also, we 
watched a DVD of the story filmed in London and Venice.  The dramatic impact
of the novel lends itself to a successful stage play or film as do many of his 
works.

Most members agreed that it was a difficult story to follow due to James’s 
inpenetrable prose.   This is understandable as his novels are usually studied at 
university level. His sentences are very dense with as much meaning as he can 
get into them, but the meaning exists on several levels at once, making them 
very complex.
This book is regarded as one of James’s finest novels and revolves around his 
constant theme of a young innocent heroine (American) eager for life, is both
 deceived and exploited by a more sophisticated and manipulative society 
(European).

Millie Theale is such a heroine, ‘the Dove ‘, an orphan, fabulously wealthy who 
arrives in Europe eager for life and love, however brief, for she knows she is 
dying from an incurable disease.

In London Millie meets Kate Croy, young, beautiful and penniless, at a social 
gathering in the home of Kate’s wealthy aunt, together with Kate’s friend 
Merton Densher with whom she falls in love, unaware that Kate and Merton 
are secretly engaged.  The three become friends but when Kate discovers that 
Millie is dying, she hatches a plot with Densher to acquire her fortune.

After Millie’s death Kate and Densher meet again in London, having achieved 
their ‘ambition’.  But their final consciousness at what they have done has a 
Macbethian quality and causes their estrangement after their initial pact to 
have Millie’s fortune has succeeded. 

In a most unsettling conclusion, as Kate leaves Densher’s lodging, she shakes 
her head and says ‘We shall never be again as we were !’
Our next book is ‘Rape of the Fair Country’ by Alexander Cordell.

