Reynoldston Reading Group----May/June
Recently we have read and discussed “Good Wives ?” by Margaret 
Forster. The author records a triple biography of three wives 
married to prominent men. She describes the lives of 
Mary Livingstone, the wife of David Livingstone, Fanny Stevenson, the
 wife of Robert Louis Stevenson, and Jennie Lee and Anuerin Bevan.  The 
feminist perspective  of being a wife of a  famous man, is explored in detail.
Mary Livingstone  and Fanny Stevenson followed their husbands 
slavishly, endured severe hardship  and dedicated their lives to the aspirations 
of their husbands. Lack of education and a private income, together with 

large families meant women had no choice. Jennie  Lee pursued her own career initially but
surrendered her own ambitions when her husband was appointed a member 
of the government. The author reflects on her own marriage to the well 
known  writer Hunter Davies. In comparing her own modern marriage to those 
of her subjects, she reviews the universal themes of marital union, such as in-
laws, dependence and independence, entertaining, careers, money, home and 
children, and concludes that today young women have  choices which were 

non-existent in earlier times. If she were considering marriage today 
she would marry for children , but not for a husband.
The literary  critics praised the book but in our discussion group the 
views were polarised. Some enjoyed the detailed research, 
the style and thought the biographies were interesting, and the contrasts with 
Margaret Forster’s own marriage revealing.  Others were disappointed with 
the book and gave it the thumbs down.
This month we are reading “The Birth of Venus :Love and Death in Florence “ 
by Sarah Dunant. And we will be following that with “Heart of Darkness by 
Joseph Conrad, and “The Grapes of Wrath” by John Steinbeck. 

