Reynoldston Reading Group---11/3/14
Last month we chose to enjoy another thriller by the master storyteller William
 Boyd. This novel is set in the two separate time zones of 1939  and 1976. In 
1939 Eva Delectorskaya is a beautiful 28 year old Russian emigree living in 
Paris. As war breaks out she is recruited into the British Secret Service by Lucas 
Romer, a mysterious Englishman, and under his tutelage she learns to become 
the perfect spy, to mask her emotions and trust no one, including those she 
loves most. Since the war, Eva has carefully rebuilt her life as a typically 
English wife and mother.  But once a spy, always a spy.  Now for her final
 assignment she needs her daughter’s help. Stage two of the novel is set in 
Oxford where Ruth, her daughter, a single mother who teaches English to 
foreign students, learns for the first time about her mother’s background and

 is drawn into the intriguing storyline.
At our discussion meeting there was praise for the author in the way the tale

 alternates between Ruth’s life in the present day and her mother’s exciting 

and dangerous exploits as a spy. We found it particularly satisfying how the 

mother’s and daughter’s stories intersect. This is a book we confidently 

recommend as a good light read.
This month’s book is Bel Canto by Ann Patchett.
