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The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry by Rachel Joyce

This is a poignant tale of a retired couple Harold and Maureen living out their days in Devon, when something happens that will change their future. A letter arrives for Harold from an old colleague, Queenie Hennessy. Harold writes a reply and sets off down the road to post it but instead he continues walking, and it becomes his purpose to get to Queenie hundreds of miles away in a hospice in Berwick-on Tweed. It is during this 87 day walk that the reader discovers all about Harold, Maureen and their son, the long held grievances and misunderstandings that culminated in their isolation and loneliness.

Whilst our group enjoyed the story and found descriptions of the natural environment evocative, the writing tended to be repetitive. The distinctive features of the cities he passed through acted as landmarks through the walk, but the in-between locations were undifferentiated and gave little indication of the changing landscapes. We did not find Harold engaging as a character but the impression of Maureen deepened and we became more sympathetic as the clues were teased out. We were glad that the book was chosen and we thought it depicted a real and convincing picture of the way relationships can change and be rescued.
