Stoner
Last month we read ‘Stoner’ by John Williams. The book tells the 

benign life story of William Stoner; it seems incredible that such a

 good book could be about the very uneventful, sad life of a professor

in an American University. The reader follows Stoner from his young 

years as a student and farmer, lecturer, right to his death, married ,with an

 estranged daughter and a half failed career behind him. It is difficult

 to say how fascinating, gripping this book is but we all found it very 
readable. Throughout the story Stoner struggles to affirm himself

as a formidable intellectual that he is in his field because he is so 

self-effacing and humble of character. At work he suffers a disagreeable 
superior and at home he is belittled by is wife and disappointment 
 with his alcoholic daughter. The book stimulated one of our longest and most

 interesting discussion meetings that could have gone on to midnight,

with one general feeling that we wanted to take this man by the shoulders,

give him a good shaking –or as one lady put it apply a good kick. What we all 
recognised was that every existence can be full of life and the author 

made Stoner’s life appear memorable. However, there was one common

question that we discussed at length—what would have happened if

Stoner has chosen a different direction in life.  It is all in the imagination.

Our next book is a more light hearted read; ‘Jigsaw’ by Sybil Bedford, a 

semi- biographical account of a young girl’s nomadic  life in Germany,
 Italy and France.  

