Suite Francaise by Irène Nérimoskvy
Irène Nérimoskvy, a French writer of Ukrainian Jewish origin, planned Suite Francaise as a sequence of five novels. In July 1942, having completed the first two of the series, Nérimoskvy was arrested and detained at Auschwitz where she died. The notebook containing the novels was kept by her daughters, but not examined until 1998. They were published in 2004.

The sequence was to portray life in France from June 1940, when the invading German army defeated the French. The author was a contemporary eyewitness of these events, which makes them all the more vivid. The first novel, Tempête en Juin (storm in June) depicts citizens fleeing Paris ahead of the German advance and the following days. The second, Dolce (Sweet) shows life in a small French town, Bussy, at this time.

 Nérimoskvy observes in her notebooks that it is the history rather than the characters that unite the two books. Indeed, as a group, we felt rather disengaged from the numerous characters, but we were fascinated by the ‘warts and all’ depiction of some of the French citizens in their efforts at self-preservation.

We all felt that the two appendices, taken from the author’s notebooks and correspondence, were most significant and we recommend reading them before the actual novel. They add an overwhelming poignancy to the story with the author’s hopes and thoughts, adding a commentary on events especially tragic with our knowledge of her eventual destiny. 
