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Last month we read and thoroughly enjoyed lan McEwan’s book “The Children
Act “ based on a topic that involves many relevant ,contemporary and emotive
issues of family disputes that end up being settled in court. The central theme
is the demanding professional life of Fiona Maye a leading judge specialising in
Family Law. Quickly the reader becomes closely involved in many of her
disturbing cases on which she has to rule. Also to add to the interest there is a
personal matter that Fiona has to grapple with away from the courts.
The author’s crystal prose with never a redundant word or woolly sentence
commanded our admiration. And although everything is written from Fiona’s
viewpoint, the reactions of the other players are portrayed very vividly.This is
a short novel of only two hundred pages that covers a lot of ground in its short
span . To spice up the story there is a ‘side show’ regarding Fiona’s personal
life but this does not distract from the main theme that emphasises the
consequences and difficulties of her decisions that have to be analytically
made. Our recommendation is that if you can get hold of a copy of the book
pick it up, the topic will grip you and start you thinking.

Our next book is “Brooklyn” by Colm Toibin.





