‘The Garden of Evening Mists’ is by Chinese author Tan Twan Eng born and brought up in Penang, Malaysia where the story is set.

Ostensibly this is a tale of Yun Ling, a retired woman Malaysian judge who 

returns to the Cameron Highlands near Kuala Lumpur to a Japanese style 

garden she  built many years earlier with the guidance of a former gardener of

the Emperor of Japan. The narrative covers two time periods but it mainly

 records  the post war years of the 1950s where Yun Ling as an ex- prisoner of 
war of the Japanese occupation of Malaysia and Singapore, proposes an 

ambitious scheme to construct a replica of a Japanese garden.

The author, a man writing as a woman as the main character, produces an

elegant and haunting record of war and post war Malaysia as a British colony

and the memory of the Japanese occupation in the 1940s. The highly ambitious
planning and construction of the fictional garden reflects the historical period 

in Malaysian history.

Many in our reading group highly praised the book and read the book a 

second time but there was some criticism of the over flowery writing. But

 overall it was an enjoyable read that we recommend.

Our next book is ‘The Warden’ by Thomas Hardy.
