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Our latest read was “The Glass Room “ by Simon Mawer a relatively new
author and this was the first book of his that we have sampled. The Glass
Room refers to the dramatic living area of a modernist house built on a hill-side
in Czechoslovakia in the 1930s.Its architect was commissioned by Victor
Landauer and his wife Liesel, with a brief to design a house made of glass and
steel, devoid of ornamentation or unnecessary decoration, a house fit for a
stylist wealthy couple. Their new house reflects their graceful standard of living
perfectly. Simon Mawer follows the history of the house over the next fifty
years and the lives of the Landauer family who are forced to evacuate their
home to flee to America to avoid the Nazi invasion .While the Landauers are
the main characters of the novel there is little doubt that the Glass Room is the
most important subject.

What did we think of Simon Mawer’s book? Well like a curate’s egg good in
parts, particularly the first half which we found entertaining and gripping but
like so many authors these days Mawer ‘over egged’ the story and we thought
that the last hundred pages dragged.

Our next book is an autobiography by Frederick Forsyth.




