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The latest read was ‘The Housekeeper and the Professor’ by Yoko Ogawa .An
interesting read by an author who developed a unique formula for a novel that
was limited to three main characters who are never named throughout the
story.

The first person narrator is a conscientious housekeeper who is given the job
of taking care of an ageing ,brain damaged mathematician. His brain damage
takes the form of extreme memory loss, he can only recall the last eighty
minutes before his memory reverts to 1975. Since the story is based in 1992,
this presents a major problem for everybody.

This short novel has a small cast. Only three characters are well represented;
the housekeeper and the professor of the title, and the housekeeper’s son. Yet
Ogawa’s characterisation of these three pull the readers in completely, and
soon one is fascinated by the mundane joys and sorrows of their lives. The
narrator’s voice is likeable and imparts a subtle nostalgia to the tale.

Alongside the character focused story, there is a clever,detailed thread of
mathematics. The narrator discovers a love for maths from the professor and
there are many passages where she attempts to puzzle out some problem the
professor has set for her. These passages help the housekeeper and her son to
understand the world around them. Also, it helps to develop a deeper
relationship among the three characters.

Our group enjoyed reading the book and the discussion meeting was greatly
enhanced by having our very own professor of mathematics, David Williams, to
elucidate and help us comprehend some of the complicated ,abstract
principles of the science of mathematics.
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Our next book is Kate Adie’s ‘Corsets and Camc;uﬂage’




