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‘The author of our latest read is Jhumpa Lahiri who was born in London of
Bengali parents then grew up in Rhode Island USA where she was educated.
She has won many awards for her collection of stories and her book ‘The
Lowlands' has become a best seller and a firm favourite among reading groups
nationwide. The Lowlands is the name given to a flat marshiand area in
Calcutta which in the book, i the birthplace of the three main fictional
characters brothers Subhash and Udayan and Gauri the wife of Udayan.The
brothers chose different paths to follow in life; the elder brother emigrating to
start an academic life in America while the other remaining in Calcutta only to
lose his life during turbulent times in colonial India. The reader experiences the
unusal story of the elder brother marrying the pregnant widow of the younger
brother and taking her back to America. Are you following the plot o far?
Because now it becomes more interesting. The complicated story revolves
around tradition and personal sadness, there is something utterly tragic about
many of the choices made by the main characters as they play out their new
lives in New England and California.They get caught up in a web of their own
making and the more they struggle to free themselves , the more ensnared
they become. We found the novel very moving and admired the author's skilful
writing but found it difficult to warm to any of the characters.




