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Our latest book was ‘The Painter of Silence’ by Georgina Harding. The 

setting is Rumania in the 1950s .This beautifully written , moving book 

tells the story of two young people whose very different lives are torn apart

by war and politics. At the start of the book,  Augustin, who is  deaf and cannot 

speak, is travelling across the country on a desperate mission to find his 

childhood friend Safta . He eventually locates her at work in a hospital in

 the city of  Iasi. From this point the story is told in a series of flashbacks of 

their young lives in happier peaceful times. The author’s evocation of time and
place is superb and absorbs the reader into the life of the characters in their 

early years. An overwhelming sense of nostalgia pervades the novel, for a 

golden age lost and forever irrecoverable, particularly for Safta the daughter

of wealthy parents. Augustine is a deaf mute and his only means of 

commumication is through his drawings and paintings. Without a trace of
 sentimentality the author depicts his life , limited views of the world,

and the conclusions he draws about life.

Our group found this a remarkable book in the fact that the main 

character cannot converse and  remains silent throughout. A clever and 

original plot.

Our next book is ‘Stoner’ by John Williams. The venue of this story is 

an American university campus.

