[image: image1.png]Last month group members read ‘Snowdrops’ which was shortlisted for |
the Man Booker Prize in 2011. The term “snowdrops” is what the |
Russians call the dead bodies discovered when the thaw sets in after
the freezing winter. Many of the bodies are of homeless drunks who |
gave up the fight to live. The author based this fictional story on his own ‘
experience in Moscow when he was a correspondent for the Economist ‘
magazine from 2004 to 2007. His first hand knowledge of Russian life
is put to good use recreating the tasteless materialism and perpetual ‘
undercurrent of violence and sleaze in the new raw capitalism following
the collapse of communism. He describes well how individuals are
inexorably contaminated by the exposure to corruption.

The book can be described as a psychological
drama rather than its intention as a crime thriller.
The narrator, Nicholas, is a thirty something
commercial lawyer posted from London to
Moscow and the tension in the story is created
when he finds himself entangled with the beautiful Marsha. However the
plot is entirely linear and reflects one man’s naivety and failure to avoid
the moral hazards he encounters while working as a expat lawyer in the
Russian capital. Some members were critical of the author’s failure to ‘
develop the main characters but commended his successful insights
into current Russian culture and society. A number of members of the
group recounted their own experience of visits to Moscow that added to
a successful discussion meeting.

Our next book is ‘The Miniaturist' by Jessie Burton.





