The Warden.
Last month we moved away from our usual choice of modern fiction to one of the classic novels and we selected ‘The Warden’ by Anthony Trollope. Of course most of the group had read the book many years ago for enjoyment –or even longer ago as part of the school reading list—but now we were reading it with fresh eyes for literary merit and discussion. ‘The Warden’ is one of most topical of Trollope’s books and it tells the story of Mr Harding an elderly clergyman, warden of an almshouse for old men, who resigns his church sinecure when it becomes the centre of public controversy. In the novel Trollope reveals his special genius for satirizing the Church of England and exposes an indefensible abuse of privilege by members of the clergy in earlier centuries. Trollope  paints a picture in words of society in southern England in the mid nineteenth century, with many separate stories with a tenuous link. An enjoyable short read that created a relaxed discussion. 
