Reynoldston Reading Group.
Our latest read was ‘A Thousand Splendid Suns’ by Khalad Hosseini.

This fictional tale based on historical and current facts tells the story of

two Afghanistani women in a country dominated by traditional anti-feminine

 bias. Hosseini  paints harrowing and brutal scenes and recounts the lives of two

young women, Mariam  and Laila, both simultaneously married to the same 

sadistic husband and the struggle they experience against fear, evil ,hardship

and victimisation.  The two wives form a bond and demonstrate extreme 

strength and courage to counter the punishment exercised by the husband 

they had been forced to marry and by Afghanistan society based on long 

established beliefs and practices. It is not a book for the faint hearted or

 a reader reaching for entertainment and a happy ending—although there is 
a glimmer of compassion in the final pages. 

Opinion in our group was again polarised; many commended the author’s

literary skills and his ability to capture  some historical and contemporary

themes.  Some claimed to find the book hard to put down while others 

questioned why they were reading accounts of repeated cruelty and 

unhappiness experienced by the women of the nation.

Our next book is ‘The Five People You Meet in Heaven ‘ by Mitch Albom. 

