Readers Report on ‘What I Loved’
Last month we read ‘What I Loved’ by Siri Hustvedt. This is a most extraordinary story,

a novel of ideas that has a great plot  and grips the reader. Set in Greenwich Village,

New York, it is a tale of two couples who are part of an artistic group of close friends

and very few other people permeate into their world. The book charts the relationship 

between these people and their children. The novel incorporates art, the process of

biology, memory and how it fluctuates, love, loss, hysteria, eating disorders and many
other issues.  The narrator and central character sees Professor Leo Hertsberg, an art 

historian, reflect on twenty five years of his life and relationship with his close friend,

artist Bill Wechsler.  The book is extremely moving as a study of friendship, relationships,

family, love and grief.  The novel steps slowly towards it’s conclusion, and the theme 

changes into a mystery, which Leo feels compelled to unravel.

Our group thought that the author was not only telling the story but going beyond

that by getting her readers emotionally involved with the lives of the characters

and sharing their thoughts and feelings.  It is a story of loss, but is never mawkish.
Indeed, there is a thread of suspense running through it that makes the latter

part of the book ‘a page turner’.

It is a beautifully written and vastly intelligent work.  Read it !!

Our next book is ‘Washington Square’ by Henry James. 

