Our April book was ‘Caleb’s Crossing’ by Geraldine Brooks. Set in 17th century New England, and with an authentic vocabulary and prose style, this is the fictionalised story of the first Native American to graduate from Harvard University. The story is told by Bethia Mayfield, daughter of an evangelising minister, who befriends the son of a chieftain from a local tribe. Bethia’s father undertakes to educate this boy he renames Caleb, who eventually crosses to the mainland to attend school and then university. Bethia, too, goes with him, though under circumstances which are likely to raise the hackles of a modern woman. The story falls naturally into three parts: Bethia’s early teenage years on the island, her experiences on the mainland, and a retrospective in old age, of her adult life. Without giving anything away, there is much in the book that is emotionally unsettling. In our discussions we were only able to touch upon a number of weighty themes, which merited deeper analysis.

