Our March book was ‘The Cleaner of Chartres’ by Salley Vickers, which we reviewed at the invitation of the Penguin Readers’ Group website. Penguin generously supplied us with a dozen hardback copies, for which we are every grateful. The subsequent review, which is too long to show here, is as comprehensive a representation of individual responses as was possible, given the lively nature of the discussion. To see it in print (it’s not up at the time of writing) keep looking in penguin.readers.co.uk. (Readers Group

Reviews). The review editor, in particular, will be keen to see how much of her hard work has survived the Penguin editor’s ‘tweaking’! Briefly, it was an enjoyable read, though a number of members felt it was superficial. Interestingly, the detailed analysis needed for the group review revealed more substance to the characters and the plot; that this depth of analysis should be necessary to enrich the reader’s appreciation in a book which is not exactly a literary classic is debatable.

