REYNOLDSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

THE MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING of the Council held in the Minor Hall on Tuesday 10th November 2015 at 7.30 p.m.

PRESENT:
Cllrs. Adrian Hughes (in Chair), Peter Bowen-Simpkins, Enid Jones, Susan Bevan, Judith Rock, Paul Lloyd-Davies, Unitary Authority Councillor Richard Lewis and the Clerk, Mr. Howard Evans.
APOLOGIES:
Cllr. Chris Spacie.

1. TO RECEIVE DISCLOSURES OF PERSONAL INTEREST FROM MEMBERS
There were no disclosures of personal interest from members. 
2.

THE MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING were circulated, approved and 
signed by the Chairman.
3. MATTERS ARISING

Cllr. Richard Lewis had spoken to the City and County of Swansea about the ‘Gower Cottage hedge’ and they will be taking action.  This matter to be placed on the Agenda of the next meeting of the Community Council.
4. HIGHWAYS

An e-mail had been received from Mr. Jeff Green, Road Safety Officer of the City and County of Swansea, with respect to the change in speed limit at Knelston.  However, there was no news to report on speed limit schemes in Reynoldston as the City and County of Swansea are not allowed to do any preparatory work until funding has been secured.  The Chairman expressed his concern that Reynoldston is not being shown any priority in relation to other areas of the local authority. 
5. REVIEW OF COUNCIL DOCUMENTATION/POLICIES

Outstanding policies still to be reviewed:

· Standing Orders and Chairmanship - Cllr. Hughes
· Health and Safety – Cllr. Bowen-Simpkins. 

Deferred to the next meeting.  Cllr. Bowen-Simpkins reported that an offer has 
been made to review Health and Safety issues in the village.  Councillors asked 
Cllr. Bowen-Simpkins to pursue the matter. 
6. VILLAGE POST OFFICE
Cllr. Bowen-Simpkins reported that progress is being made and that there are monthly updates in the village magazine.  The Community Council will continue to keep monitoring the situation.

7. ELECTRICITY SUBSTATION 

The Clerk was asked to write to Western Power Distribution to express the 
pleasure of the Community Council in seeing the progress that has been made 
with respect to the electricity substation but also to express their hope for a 
speedy 
reinstatement of verges affected by the works.  The Clerk was also asked 
to 
request that the Community Council be kept informed about the timetable for 
moving the substation at the Post Office.
8. VILLAGE GREENS

The Chairman reported that the Higher Green has only needed to be mowed three times in the year.

Cllr. Bowen-Simpkins is investigating the appropriate action that needs to be taken to reduce the silting up of the pond adjacent to Robins Lane which is also overgrown by vegetation.  The Chairman raised the prospect of employing a contractor on an annual basis to maintain areas such as the Higher Green and the pond.  The matter to be given further consideration at the budget meeting of the Community Council in December.  
9. REPORT FROM ONE VOICE WALES (OVW)
Cllr. Lloyd-Davies reported on the most recent meeting he had attended of OVW.  There had been:

· a presentation by a representative of the Children’s Commissioner in Wales
· discussion of the Charter between the City and County of Swansea and its Town/Community Councils

· an outline of training available to members

· a discussion about the remuneration of members of Town/Community Councils.

10. VILLAGE MAGAZINE
It was agreed that the following be included in the next edition of the Village Magazine:

· an advert for a new Clerk for the Community Council.
11.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
GOWER TURF SUPPLIES – 
no objections.  It was proposed by 
(2015/2112)



Cllr. Bowen-Simpkins and seconded by 





Cllr. Rock that a letter of support should be 




sent by the Community Council.  The 





proposal was agreed unanimously.


12.
CORRESPONDENCE
· RVHA – thanks for grant to Reynoldston Village Hall
· City and County of Swansea – ‘Area Review’

· Wales Audit Office – External Audit Arrangements: Annual Returns 2015-16, 





2016-17 and 2017-18

· CLA Insurance – Change of Appointed Representative Status

· Mazars – Audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31/03/15

· Western Power Distribution – proposed works

· Alun Michael (Police Commissioner for South Wales) – 
request for comment 








on policing in South 








Wales (noted)

· Mr. Howard Evans – 
letter of resignation from post as Part-time Clerk to 




Reynoldston Community Council
13. 
BILLS FOR PAYMENT
RVHA – hall rental for tonight’s meeting



£    12.00

St. George’s Church – grant for ‘Christmas Celebration’

£  120.00
Mazars LLP – fee in connection with external audit work 




undertaken on behalf of the Wales Audit Office for

 

the year ended 31/03/15 including charge in 

£  276.00




connection with additional work undertaken as a 




result of errors in the Annual Return 









All agreed.
14. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Tuesday 19th January 2016.  
15. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
The Budget meeting for the financial year 2016/2017 will be held in a room above the Minor Hall on the 10th December 2015 at 7.30pm.

The Chairman read out a letter of resignation from the Clerk.  The post for a Part-time Clerk to Reynoldston Community Council to be advertised in the village magazine. 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.54 p.m. 

