REYNOLDSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE COUNCIL  

Held at Minor Hall, Reynoldston at 7.30pm on Tuesday 12th September 2023 

Present: Cllrs. Clarke, Ashelby, James, Thomas and Clerk Paul Sizer 

Apologies:  Cllr. Twitchett, Cllr. Cousins and Internal Auditor Aimee Dyer

Absent: Cllr. Clements

Councillor Clarke welcomed everyone to the meeting 

	1.
	Disclosures of Personal Interests 
It was agreed that any Disclosures of Personal Interest would be discussed as they arose during the meeting.


	2.
	To approve the minutes of the previous meeting 
The Chair asked if everyone was happy with the minutes of the last meeting.  Cllr. Ashelby noted one minor error.  Agenda item 4 reads Co-Operation of a New Councillor and it should have read Co-Opting of a New Councillor.  The minutes were altered to reflect this error. Cllr Clarke proposed and Cllr. Ashelby seconded that the minutes are a true record of the meeting held in July.


	3.
	Matters Arising
There were no matters arising as most minuted discussions were in the agenda for today’s meeting.

	
	

	4.
	Representative to One Voice Wales
Due to the absence of Cllr. Clements it was suggested that an alternative Councillor represent the Council at One Voice Wales.  Cllr. Thomas offered her services and this was proposed by Cllr. Clarke and seconded by Cllr. James.  The clerk will contact One Voice Wales and advise them of Cllr. Thomas’s details.  The Council thanked Cllr. Thomas for her offer.
 

	5.
	Questions from members of the public. 
There were no members of the public present to ask questions.


	6.
	Village Defibrillators Update
The clerk had also attempted to instal the new cabinet in the porch of St George’s church but realised this would not be possible for his drill.  The clerk contacted a local builder M J Stuart to install the cabinet by using more powerful tools.  The cabinet had been installed last Monday.  There would be a small fee by the builder which the clerk would pay although at this date the value was unknown.  When known the Councillors would be advised.  The “Circuit” had been updated to reflect this change of location.

The new defibrillator had been installed in Lower Reynoldston outside the home of the chair and was fully functioning and had been listed on “The Circuit”.  The council thanked the chair for allowing it be installed outside her home.

The clerk reported that the cabinet which housed the defibrillator in the Village Hall was showing signs of aging and he requested that this should be replaced to match the other cabinets in the village.  It was proposed to allow the clerk a budget circa £500 to replace the cabinet.  This was proposed by Cllr. Clarke and seconded by Cllr. James.  The clerk will contact Heartbeat Wales and obtain a quote asap.


	7.











8.
	Village Greens and Highways
There was nothing new to report on this item.  

In the budget set earlier in the year it had been proposed that “concrete” bases be installed under the sandboxes around the Village.  It was agreed that as City & County of Swansea installed the sandboxes in the first place they ought to be asked to inspect and possibly erect the bases to make them more secure.

The clerk was asked to contact City & County of Swansea to arrange a suitable visit.

Proposed alterations to bus shelter
The clerk had met with a local builder M J Stuart to discuss possible alterations to the current bus shelter.  Mr Stuart suggested possibly putting in two small windows to allow sight of approaching buses.  He also took measurements to check the slope of the new path met with the latest disability regulations.  At the date of the meeting, he had not come back with any findings and the clerk will chase him up.


	9.
	Planning Applications
Cllr. Twitchett in his absence, reported to the clerk that there had been no planning applications since the last meeting.


	10.
	Grants
There were no grant applications since the last meeting.


	11.
	Village Magazine
Cllr. Ashelby will write the usual article in the Village Magazine for October.  Suggestions included the new signs around the village installed by City & County of Swansea.
The clerk also requested Cllr. Ashelby added a feature regarding Gower Voluntary transport which arose after the recent Gower Forum meeting which the clerk reported on, in his update.





	12.





















13.
	Training
The chair had completed her “Chair Skills – Module 10” training with one Voice Wales recently and she had found it very useful and interesting.  Cllr. Clarke stated she will advise the Council at the next meeting of what she learnt.

The clerk had received an invoice from One Voice Wales for £38 for this training and it was agreed to pay this invoice. 

Cllr. Ashelby was undertaking the “New Councillor” training on Wednesday 13th September.  The Council agreed to pay the training costs for Cllr. Ashelby when the invoice was received.

Cllr. Cousins had arranged to undertake the “New Councillor” training but had not received any joining instructions so could not attend.  She will try and take the training at a later date.

The clerk was asked to check if there were any “recorded” versions of the training which could be taken at more convenient times for the Councillors.


Clerks Update
The clerk advised that Cllr Clarke had not been added to the signatory for the bank account.  Cllrs Clarke, Ashelby and the clerk are now the signatories to the bank account.  All other signatories have been removed.

The bank balances total £23225 having just received £4116 for latest precept from City & County of Swansea.  The clerk had now transferred all “spare” funds into a savings account and he transferred funds back to the current account as required.  The Council had earned some modest interest already.

Payments had been made to the Village Hall for the July meeting.

Cllr. Twitchett had supplied receipts for fuel used in the motor mower in the sum of £15.11 which the clerk had reimbursed.  This was agreed by the Councillors present.

The invoice for Heartbeat Wales for £1865.00 for the new defibrillator had been paid in full.

The clerk had updated the Pensions Regulator that Cllr. Clarke was now the “head” of the organisation and that the clerk did not want to enter into any pension scheme.

The clerk and Cllr. Clarke advised details of the Gower Forum they both attended recently.
The Councillors were advised about the Pennard functions held during the Triathlon and a discussion was held about the possibility of Reynoldston holding a similar event next year.

The Forum also invited Ms Hildegarde Roberts of Gower Voluntary Transport to speak at the meeting.  She explained they needed drivers to assist with driving with the organisation and details were offered to Cllr. Ashelby to put in the Village Magazine.

A report of the events regarding Phil Barrow and the event he was intending to hold were discussed.  The clerk was asked to contact the previous clerk and ask what could be remembered about how the Village took over the clearing of the greens and therefore what rights the Community Council have to them.  The clerk reported he will investigate and feedback at the next meeting.

Cllr. Thomas asked what were the “articles of association” of the Community Council and what rights and duties the Council have.  The clerk advised he would look into the matter and seek advice from one Voice Wales and report back.

The clerk had sent out to all Councillors an e-mail received from One Voice Wales regarding the temporary closure of Millwood whilst the Ash trees were being pruned.  It was agreed that a feature be placed in the Village Magazine advise of the closure of the woods.

The clerk had already circulated an e-mail regarding “Tackling Poverty”.  It was recommended that all Councillors, if they wish, could respond personally rather than the Council respond.

The clerk advised of his forthcoming time away from the office due to work commitments in September and a holiday in October.

The clerk advised the Councillors present that he had received an offer to also act as clerk to Ilston Community Council.  The clerk had discussed the matter with the Chair who could see no objections and all councillors present agreed there were no objections to this “joint” role.  The clerk did state there was a pay difference between Reynoldston and Ilston with Ilston CC paying a higher rate.  The clerk had to undertake training himself and it was agreed that this could be spilt between the two Community Councils to save funds.

The clerk advised that the auditors had requested the minutes where the Councillors had noted they would not accept any financial support personally for acting as Councillors.  The clerk had advised this had not been completed last year or in fact ever and it was agreed to discuss again at the next meeting when all Councillors would be present.


	13.
	Any Other Business
Cllr. Ashelby mentioned that on December 9th Robins Lane would be closed for the Village “Stable Trail” which would end at the Chapel.


	14.
	Date of the next meeting
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 14th November at 19.30.

The meeting closed at 9.30
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