REYNOLDSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE COUNCIL  

Held at Minor Hall, Reynoldston at 7.30pm on Tuesday 8th July 2025 

Present: Cllrs. Clarke, Twitchett, Cousins, Thomas, and the Clerk Paul Sizer 

Apologies:  Cllr Ashelby – Holiday, Cllr Spacie - Holiday

There was no request from members of the public for Zoom access to the meeting.

Councillor Clarke welcomed everyone to the meeting 

	
	

	1.
	Disclosures of Personal Interest
Any disclosures would be stated before any agenda item


	2.
	To approve the minutes of the previous meeting 
The Clerk advised that a couple, of typo errors were apparent in the minutes and these would be corrected. Cllr. Clarke proposed they be accepted and Cllr. Twitchett seconded.  This was agreed by all present.


	3.
	Matters arising
The majority of items in the minutes were also on the agenda and would be discussed during the meeting. 
 
The Clerk reported that he had contacted City & County of Swansea regarding the Ash trees in Robin’s Lane and they had visited.  They agreed the trees were decayed and would monitor them to ensure they do not become a hazard.


	4.
	Questions from members of the public (limited to 15 minutes) 
There were no members of the public present or had requested to attend via Zoom.


	5.
	Co-option of new Councillor
There had been one enquiry from the Facebook page advertising the vacancy but it was agreed not to proceed as the applicant currently lived outside of the area and therefore was voided by the Essential information section on page 3 of the 
Community council elections in Wales Guidance for candidates 
Part 1 of 6 – Can you stand for election?
The Clerk was asked to make contact with the applicant and explain the situation.                                                ACTION POINT Mr P Sizer.

It was agreed to put a reminder in the next Village Newsletter.


	6.
	Update on boundary changes
There had been no further communications regarding this matter.

The Clerk noted that at the next One Voice Wales meeting on Monday 14th July, Paul Egan will be making a presentation on this matter.  Cllr. Thomas is unavailable to attend and the Clerk will try and attend in her absence.


	7.
	Grants 
A informal request had been received from The Reynoldston Village Hall but the Clerk was asked to obtain further information on the request before formally considering.

The Clerk had received two formal applications under the Small grant Scheme and enquiries from three other organisations.

An application was received from The Afternoon Club requesting support to pay for the coach to take members to a visit in May 2026.  The Clerk pointed out this would be in the next financial year but the Councillors all agreed they had never agreed a date on the scheme.  Cllr. Clarke proposed accepting the application which was seconded by Cllr. Twitchett with all members in agreement.  The Clerk would make contact with the organisation and also ask for photographs of the event and some words regarding where the funds came from to be added by the club on the Reynoldston Community Council Facebook page.
                                                             ACTION POINT Mr P Sizer.

A request was received from Gower Players for support to purchase more plywood and materials to make new scenery and flats as the current ones had been in use for many years.  The application stated the new scenery and flats was expected to last for 10 years.  Cllr. Clarke proposed accepting this application and this was seconded by Cllr. Cousins.  Again, a request to put details on the Council Facebook page would be requested.                         ACTION POINT Mr P Sizer.
                                            

One club that did not have a bank account had been in touch with the Clerk.  The Small Grant Scheme is only open to organisations with bank accounts in their names as payments cannot be made to individuals.  It was agreed that the Council could make a payment direct to the supplier for the event, i.e. a coach/minibus company or a speaker as long as the speaker is part of a company and not a private individual, and as long as the payment was for the benefit of Reynoldston residents.  The Clerk would contact the club and advise them accordingly, so they could make a formal application.    
                                                               ACTION POINT Mr P Sizer.

Two other organisations are interested and would get their application in as soon as possible to be discussed at the September meeting.


	8.
	Village greens and highways
The Clerk had met with NRP Landscapes regarding various proposed works in the Community.
The Clerk had received a quote for £3260 plus VAT to upgrade the verge on the upper green by stoning the area and grass seeding it.  The matter was discussed and it was proposed by Cllr. Thomas to ask NRP to proceed with the work which was seconded by Cllr. Clarke.  The Clerk would contact the Commoners to confirm their approval of the work and advise NRP to commence the work as soon as possible.
                                                            ACTION POINT Mr P Sizer.


There had been a recent infringement of the upper green by vehicles and horses.  A stone had been moved and vehicles had crossed the bunding.  The Clerk had obtained a price to increase the bunding but had misinformed NRP Landscapes of which bunding needed increasing.  The Clerk will ask NRP to revisit and requote.  It was agreed that once the quote had been received, the Clerk could contact the Councillors over email and obtain confirmation of their agreement to the work via email.  It was also agreed to ask for some more stones to be placed on the track opposite the King Arthur Hotel. 
                                                             ACTION POINT Mr P Sizer

NRP also quoted to improve the culvert outside the Post office by making a small pond lined with large stones to stop the small stones washing down the culvert.  A quote had been received for £250 plus VAT and this was proposed to be accepted by Cllr. Twitchett and seconded by Cllr. Thomas.  The Clerk would have to speak to the Commoners to receive their agreement.    ACTION POINT Mr P Sizer.                                              

The actual culvert needs attention but before the Clerk asks NRP to quote on this, the Clerk will approach Cllr. Lewis and see if City & County of Swansea can assist as they upgraded the other culvert on the higher green.                                          ACTION POINT Mr P Sizer.

The Clerk had received details form the recent speed monitoring in the Village which clearly shows vehicles exceeding the speed limit in force.  The Clerk will ask City & County of Swansea for more details and what can be done regarding the installation of a speed sign by the Post Office.                                                     ACTION POINT Mr P Sizer

The Village had held their Love Reynoldston morning recently which was well attended with helpers working on the stream and some families taking the litter pickers and black bags and clearing around the Village and on Cefn Bryn.  Several families who could not make the event had asked for some litter pickers to clear any litter as they take family walks.  The Clerk would make some available and the Chair also has some in her garage in Little Reynoldston.  It was agreed to put details in the Village Newsletter.

During the stream clearing it became obvious there were some large trees and debris which could not be removed by those attending.  The Clerk proposed contacting Cllr. Lewis and asking if either City & County of Swansea could assist or contact made with Beaufort Estate to ask them to clear the stream.                        ACTION POINT Mr P Sizer.


	
	

	9.
	Planning applications
There was one planning application for an alteration to an agreed application at Y Twlc Brynfield.  The Councillors had no objections to the proposal.


	10.
	Training
The Clerk stated that the revised Training Policy was on the Website.

There were no requests for training from the Councillors.

The Clerk asked that the agenda order be altered to take Item 11 Website/Social Media/Village Newsletter and Item 12 Operation of new Facebook page to after his Update.  This would allow any points the Clerk raised in his update to be added to the Newsletter.  It was agreed to accept this running order change and in future place items 11 & 12 into one Agenda item after the Clerk’s Update.


	13
	Clerks Update
The Clerk had closed all the Lloyds bank accounts and all funds had now been transferred to the new Nat West bank accounts.  Lloyds had refunded the last month’s bank charges and also transferred this to the new accounts.  The Clerk had performed a full bank reconciliation and all match and was agreed.

Currently the Clerk and the Chair have access to the account requiring two actions to either transfer funds between accounts or to pay accounts.  This was working well but it was agreed that Cllr Ashelby will be added in case either of the other two signatories were not available.

The Current bank account stands at £6758.30
The Deposit account stands at £10185.09
Totals £16776.39

Since the last meeting, the Clerk had paid:
RVH £15.00 for the last meeting
Cllr. Spacie for her 2024/2025 allowances and expenses
Zurich insurance £300.00
Howdens Motor insurance £323.10
Interest received from Nat West bank £18.09

The Clerk asked for the following amounts to be paid:
Clerks’ salary circa £840 as he is waiting for the final amount from the Payroll Bureau
HMRC for PAYE from Clerk’s salary circa £215
SLCC for membership £150.00 however the Clerk would then charge 50% of this to Ilston Community Council as agreed in the sharing of Clerk’s costs.
Audit Wales – account for 2023/2024 £575.00
Cllr. Twitchett advised that the battery on the mower was not holding a charge and might have to be replaced.  A budget of £120 was agreed to replace this.
Cllr. Twitchett also has paid £7.13 for fuel for the mower which the Clerk will reimburse.
There will be an invoice from RVH for holding this meeting circa £15

Cllr. Clarke proposed and Cllr Cousins seconded accepting paying these accounts and this was agreed by all present.

The Clerk had received a response from the Commoners regarding free roaming cattle in the Village which was discussed by all present.  It was agreed to respond as some cattle were menacing residents, especially one cream coloured cow.

The Clerk also reminded all present of the request from the Standards Committee for a member but no one was interested in applying especially as the duration is longer than the Community Council will remain active.


	11 & 12
	Website/Social Media/Village Newsletter
Operation of new Facebook page.
The Clerk thanked Cllr. Cousins for placing the agenda on the Facebook page and asked that he be shown how to perform this for the September meeting.

Cllr. Thomas agreed to make some notes and send to Cllr. Ashelby for the Village Newsletter. 

It was noted that several residents were accessing the new Facebook page which was starting to prove it usefulness. 


	14.
	AOB
There was no any other business 


	15.
	Date of next meeting
The date of the next meeting will be Tuesday 9th September.


	
	The meeting closed at 9.15
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