REYNOLDSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE COUNCIL  

Held at Minor Hall, Reynoldston at 7.30pm on Tuesday 16th September 2025 

Present: Cllrs. Clarke, Ashelby, Cousins, Thomas, and the Clerk Paul Sizer 

Apologies:  Cllr – Twitchett Holiday, Cllr Spacie - Holiday and Internal Auditor Aimee Dyer

There was no request from members of the public for Zoom access to the meeting.

Councillor Clarke welcomed everyone to the meeting 

	
	

	1.
	Disclosures of Personal Interest
Any disclosures would be stated before any agenda item


	2.
	To approve the minutes of the previous meeting 
Cllr. Clarke proposed they be accepted and Cllr. Thomas seconded.  This was agreed by all present.


	3.
	Matters arising
All items in the minutes were also on the agenda and would be discussed during the meeting. 
 

	4.
	Questions from members of the public (limited to 15 minutes) 
There were no members of the public present or had requested to attend via Zoom.


	5.
	Co-option of new Councillor
There had been one enquiry regarding standing as a Councillor made to the Clerk but the candidate had been advised he could not be elected as he had not been a resident of Reynoldston for a year.  The candidate will re-enquire when he has been a resident for the past year.                                                


	6.
	Update on boundary changes
There had been no formal communications regarding this matter.

The Clerk attended a meeting of One Voice Wales in July where this matter was on the agenda.  Nothing major was discussed apart from two recommendations, 1) that all current chairs should meet before the merger to discuss practicalities of the new Council including precepts.  2) Clerks must not resign from their positions but are to be “Tuped” to the Community Council then the new Council select a new Clerk and the other three accept redundancy payments. 





	7.
	Grants 
The Afternoon Club had been advised they had been awarded a small grant and had written to thank the Council.

The Gower Players had been advised they had been awarded a small grant and they had been paid.  They had written to the Council to thank them and included photographs.
                                            
An application had been received from the WI in Reynoldston requesting support with hiring a minibus to take them to a Christmas Carol, concert in Margam in December.  The Clerk had received all the documentation asking for £377.  This request was proposed to be accepted by Cllr Cousins and seconded by Cllr. Thomas and agreed by all present.

All other Grants will be discussed at the November meeting when the full Council will be available to discuss the requests.



	8.
	Village greens and highways
The Clerk had met with NRP Landscapes regarding various proposed works in the Community.

At the last meeting it was agreed to pay for the upgrade to the upper green.  The Clerk had recently met with NPR Landscapes and a representative of the Commoners regarding the work.  The Commoners have agreed for the work to be completed but are just waiting to hear back from the Land Agent acting on behalf of the land owner.

NRP have provided a quote to increase the height of the bunds on the upper edge and the moving of the stones on the upper green in the sum of £850 pus VAT = £1020.  Cllr Clarke proposed and Cllr. Thomas seconded that the work be completed by NRP Landscapes.  The Commoners had no concerns with this work being completed.

NRP also quoted to improve the culvert outside the Post office by making a small pond lined with large stones to stop the small stones washing down the culvert. This had been approved at the July meeting and the Commoners were again involved in discussions and had no objections to the work.

The actual culvert needs attention and the Clerk had been in discussion with Cllr. Lewis from City & County of Swansea regarding this Culvert and the other two on the upper green.  He agreed to ask Highways to investigate and complete any repairs at their expense.

The Clerk had received details form the recent speed monitoring in the Village which clearly shows vehicles exceeding the speed limit in force.  This matter had been discussed at the July meeting and the Clerk had met with Cllr. Lewis who agreed to meeting with the relevant members of City & County of Swansea to suggest best options at this location.

During the stream clearing it became obvious there were some large trees and debris which could not be removed by those attending.  The Clerk had met with Cllr. Lewis who agreed he would ask City & County of Swansea to take a close look and complete any work that was required.

Cllr. Clarke mentioned that the Gorse had grown over the only sign on the upper green regarding no overnight camping.  The Clerk offered to cut back the gorse at this location. 

The recent land which was being offered at an Auction known as “The Orchard” in Castle Ditty Lane was discussed.  A member of the community had enquired if the Community Council could purchase the land and make it available for Village use.  Before any action could be taken the land had been withdrawn from sale.  The matter was discussed and all agreed that the Community Council did not have the funds available to purchase land such as this.  The Clerk noted that he could apply for a grant but with the imminent merger it might be difficult to make the grant, then the new Community Council have to complete the purchase etc.

The Bus shelter now has a new fitted metal gate provided by Penclawdd Forge.  Simon Morris would now start the painting as agreed by the Community Council as soon as there is better weather.

	
	

	9.
	Planning applications
There was one planning application:
Replacement dwelling and associated extension of a garage 
The Haven Reynoldston Swansea SA3 1AD
The application was discussed by members present and there were no objections from the Community Council


	10.
	Training
There were no requests for training from the Councillors.

The Clerk asked that item 11 be moved to after his Update and this was agreed by all present.


	12.
	Village Training Day
This was an idea by the Clerk along with the Area Coordinator for City & County of Swansea.  The Clerk had been approached with an offer for Age Concern to attend a training session for residents of the Village who might need some support with modern technology and apps on their phones and tablets etc.  The Clerk had also considered a Saturday morning and to offer a Defib training session afterwards.

The Council thought it best to offer this in late November but to split the training and offer the technology training on a mid-week morning and the defib training on a Saturday morning.  The Clerk will look further into the matter.  It was agreed the Community Council will cover any costs of using the Hall and any refreshments etc.  
                                                                ACTION POINT Mr P Sizer


	13
	Clerks Update
The bank accounts at Nat West Bank stood at:
Current Account £6891.59
Deposit account £10035.61
Total £16927.20

Since the last meeting, the Clerk reported receiving a precept payment of £2666.67
Interest had also been received of £17.52 and Ilston Community Council had paid £75.00 being 50% of the Clerk’s SLCC membership fees.

Since the last meeting the Clerk had paid:
RVH for hire £16.00
Penclawdd Forge £240.00
Clerks Salary of £836.55
HMRC for NI and PAYE on the Clerk’s salary of £303.28
Audit Wales £575.00 for their 2023/2024 audit of the accounts
Cllr. Twitchett £96.00 to refund a payment he had made for a new battery for the motor mower
Cllr. Twitchett £7.13 for fuel used in the motor mower
Gower Players for the small grant application of £384.42
SLCC for Clerk’s membership of £150.00 (50% to be paid by Ilston Community Council in the joint agreement)

The Clerk asked permission to make the following payments:
RVH for hall rental for the current meeting £16.00
NRP Landscapes for work on the upper green parking in the sum of £3912.00 including VAT
NRP Landscapes £300.00 including VAT for work on the stream at the Post office
NRP Landscapes £1020.00 for work on the bunding on the upper green.
Audit Wales £200.00 for their invoice for 2024/2025 audit
Simon Morris £450.00 for painting of the bus shelter

The Clerk also reported that after all the work on the landscapes around the Village and proposed future grants, the bank account balances would be well reduced and in line with levels that are recommended for Community Councils.

The Clerk reported an error had been made by himself on the 2024/2025 Audit report.  An extra line had been added to the report by the Audit Wales Office and he had not noticed it and had reported “Yes” where it should have been “No.  The Clerk apologised to the Community Council for the error and had reported back to the Audit office of the error.

The Clerk had recently been advised of the new NALC pay rates for 2025/2026.  This lists that pay scale 15 be increased from £15.08 per hour to £15.56 per hour.  The Clerk is also entitled to an increase in pay band scales according to his contract of employment but he has refused to accept the band changes and has asked to remain on pay band 15.

The Clerk reminded all Councillors that they should claim allowances and expenses if they wished and he would bring along the paperwork at a later meeting to prepare for these payments if requested.

The Clerk is due to make a VAT refund claim against HMRC for the last four years but has requested he ask Dan Perrin an accountant who completed the payroll for the Community Council for support.  This was agreed and a payment be awarded to Mr Perrin in the range of £100.

Cllr Clarke thanked the Clerk for his updates and proposed to accept all his recommendations.  This was seconded by Cllr. Thomas and agreed by all present.


	11 
	Website/Social Media/Village Newsletter
It was agreed for Cllr. Ashelby to enter an article in the Village Newsletter listing the training morning for modern technology and the defib training.  The article would also include the new gate on the bus shelter and the painting and also the work on the Upper Green of the bunding and the work in the Robin’s Lane stream.

Cllr. Thomas and Cousins would add details to the new Facebook page which was noted to be receiving increased views.


	14.
	AOB
There was no any other business 


	15.
	Date of next meeting
The date of the next meeting will be Tuesday 11th November.


	
	The meeting closed at 9.30
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