REYNOLDSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE COUNCIL  

Held at Minor Hall, Reynoldston at 7.30pm on Tuesday 10th March 2026

Present: Cllrs. Clarke, Twitchett, Ashelby, Cousins and Spacie and the Clerk Paul Sizer 

Apologies:  Cllr –Thomas employment commitment and the Internal Auditor Aimee Dyer

There was no request from members of the public for Zoom access to the meeting.

Councillor Clarke welcomed everyone to the meeting 
	
	

	
	

	1.
	Disclosures of Personal Interest
Any disclosures would be stated before any agenda item


	2.
	To approve the minutes of the previous meeting 
A few typo errors were noted and the Clerk was asked to amend the minutes.  Cllr. Ashelby proposed they be accepted and Cllr. Clarke seconded.  This was agreed by all present.


	3.
	Matters arising
All items in the minutes were also on the agenda and would be discussed during the meeting. 
 

	4.
	Questions from members of the public
There were no representations from members of the public


	5.
	Co-option of new Councillor
Cllr Thomas had been contacted by a member of the Community who had stated they wished to be co-opted onto the Council but they arrived in the Village on 31st March so could not be co-opted until the May meeting.  Cllr Thomas will invite them to the next meeting in May.


	6.
	Update on boundary changes
The Chair and the Clerk attended a recent on-line meeting with One Voice Wales and SLCC regarding the Boundary Changes.  The facts arising from the meeting were discussed by the Councillors and revolved in the majority around that the Clerk has to be invited to join the new Council and be TUPE to the Council.  
The current Council are to prepare a budget for the 6 weeks of April and part of May 2027 and set a precept accordingly although at present no information is available regarding the precept and budget for the new Council.  
Rhossili CC are recommending a meeting soon between all the Community Councils affected in South Gower but a date and time has yet to be arranged.

OVW stated that a document will be forthcoming from Welsh Assembly regarding the changes and how to prepare for them.  


	7.
	Grants 
The Clerk had received no new requests for grants in this period.

The Clerk read out emails received from Reynoldston Village Hall thanking the Council for their recent grant and also from the Badminton Club for their grant and sending a copy of the invoices and photographs of the new equipment purchased with the grant.



	8.
	Village greens and highways
Following from the email received from Ms Lucy Charlton as reported in the last meeting, work has been done on the potholes on the A4118 although major resurfacing is not imminent.  

The work on the upper green and the culvert had now been completed along with the bunding repairs and replacing of stones around the upper green.  The width of the stoning on the upper green had been set by the Commoners and concern was stated that it possibly was not wide enough.  The Councillors agreed not to seek any extra work at this location at present and see what reactions there were from the public and the Commoners.           

The Clerk had been in contact with Cllr Richard Lewis regarding the stream and the speed issues at the Post Office.  Cllr Lewis had been in contact with Highways but with the recent issues of storm rain levels in the area, Highways were tied up with keeping roads and culverts clear but he would chase them up on the matter.


	9.
	Planning applications
There were two Planning Application both being pre-applications:

The first was for a Detached bungalow on land at Robins Lane Reynoldston Swansea SA3 1AA – this is in fact in Castle Ditty Lane rather than Robins Lane.
The application states that the building is outside the boundary for building in the village but a precedent had been set with the building of a new house next door to the proposed bungalow.
The Councillors decided to hold back on any comments at this stage and see if City & County of Swansea allow the pre-application.

The second application was at Rowan Reynoldston Swansea SA3 1AE for an extension to the side and alterations to the ridgeline and installations of dormer windows and roof lights.
The Councillors again decided to hold back on any comments at this stage and see if the City & County of Swansea allow the pre-application.





	10.
	Training – including Digital Awareness and Defib/CPR Training
There were no requests for training from the Councillors.

Applications were being received from members of the Village to attend the second Digital Awareness Training session on the 24th March which was well attended at the previous event.

The proposed Defib/CPR training has been set for Saturday 4th April in the morning with Heartbeat Trust offering the training.   The Clerk asked if a grant could be offered to Heartbeat Trust as they were a charity for supplying the training.  As numbers for the event are not large at this stage, it was suggested a range of grants be made available depending on attendance from £50 to £100 to be agreed after the event.  This was proposed by Cllr Clarke and seconded by Cllr Twitchett.


	11.
	Clerks Update
The bank accounts at Nat West Bank stood at:
Current Account £ 2472.45
Deposit account £10077.34
Total                 £12549.79

Since the last meeting, the Clerk reported receiving interest of £15.20 

Since the last meeting the Clerk had paid:
· RVH for hire of the room for the January meeting £16.00
· RVH fore hire of the room for the Digital Awareness £16.00
· RVH grant of £1000.00
· Badminton Club – small grant £230.99
· Age Cymru donation of £100.00 for the Digital Training event.
· Guy Lavery for Christmas lights on lower green £45.90


The Clerk asked permission to make the following payments:
· RVH for hall rental for the current meeting c£16.00
· RVH for the use of the Minor Hall for the Digital Training event £16.00
· The Clerks Salary c £863 (The Clerk had not yet received the payslips from the accountant)
· HMRC c £310 (The Clerk had not yet received the payslips from the accountant)
· RVH for the emails for the Chair and the Clerk £50
· Clerk’s expenses £184.79 for the year plus costs for digital training c£10 and voucher to Simon James so under £250
· Age Cymru £50
· NRP for Landscaping works x 3 quotes as previously agreed noting that the VAT on the invoices can be recovered £3912, £300 & £1020
· Heartbeat Trust c £50 to £100 as noted above – this will be an April payment
· One Voice Wales membership £91 – this will be April payment
· Councillors’ allowances and or expenses as agreed at a previous meeting

Cllr Clarke proposed that these payments were made and this was seconded by Cllr Twitchett.

The Clerk had reviewed all Policies of the Community Council and updated them as required.  These will be posted on the Council webpage as soon as possible.

South Wales Police had contacted the Clerk asking if the Council were interested in joining a quarterly meeting for the Chairs and Clerks.  This was agreed 

The Clerk had received an email from the Democracy and Boundary Commission – confirming Councillors allowances for 2026/2027 to remain at £156 allowance and £52 for general expenses.

Cllr Samatha Hughes from Llanrhidian CC had suggested quarterly meetings to start again of the Community Councils across Gower and the first to be held in person.  It was agreed that Reynoldston Community Council would join and offered the use of the Minor Hall in Reynoldston as the Hall is central to all as a base for the meeting.  The Clerk was asked to contact Cllr Hughes and make the offer of the room.  
                                                                   ACTION POINT Mr P Sizer

The Clerk had received an email from Macmillan Mighty Hike stating they were to hold their next event on the 27th June 20926. 

The Clerk reported at the last meeting that there was an issue with the Council’s website of www.Reynoldston.com due to an outstanding invoice which had been sent to a previous Clerk who no longer uses the email address it had been sent to but the hosting company would not send the invoice to any other address unless the original email address responds.  Eventually the webpage went “dead”.

The Clerk asked OVW for advice and was informed that the Council, were “Unlawful” if they did not have a webpage.

Despite working with various members of the community, it was not possible to access the webpage.

The Clerk contacted an old work colleague of his, Simon James about the situation who specialised in webpages and he managed to “resurrect” the webpage although it appears all previous data has been lost although once the new webpage is active, steps will be made to try and access old page details.  The Clerk has back up copies of all postings since he commenced as the Clerk.  

Mr James will arrange to write a new website for the Council based around a format/layout the Clerk suggested which was presented to the Councillors.  All agreed this was an excellent outcome and thanked Mr James and the Clerk for all their work and looked forward to seeing the finished website.


	12. 
	Website/Social Media/Village Newsletter
It was agreed for Cllr. Ashelby to enter an article in the Village Newsletter about today’s meeting and the next Digital Awareness training day plus the Defib training event.

It was also agreed to write about the three recent landscaping updates and the three small grant payments.


	13.
	AOB
There were no AoB


	
	Date of next meeting
Tuesday 12th May


	
	The meeting closed at 9.15
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