REYNOLDSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE COUNCIL  

Held at Minor Hall, Reynoldston at 7.30pm on Tuesday 12th May 2026 

Present: Cllrs. Clarke, Ashelby, Cousins, Thomas, and the Clerk Paul Sizer 

Apologies:  Cllr. Twitchett family commitment, Cllr. Spacie Holiday and Internal Auditor Aimee Dyer

Also attending Sarah Mainwaring

There was no request from members of the public for Zoom access to the meeting.

Councillor Clarke welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked if the Councillors were happy to move item 10 on the agenda to item 3.  There were no objections

	
	

	1.
	Election of Chair
Cllr. Ashelby proposed Cllr. Clarke remain as the chair and this was seconded by Cllr. Cousins.  Motion agreed by all present.  Cllr. Clarke accepted the post.


	2.
	Election of Vice-Chair
Cllr. Clarke proposed Cllr. Twitchett, in his absence, remain as the Vice-Chair of the Council and this was seconded by Cllr. Thomas.  Motion agreed by all present.  Cllr. Twitchett was absent for the meeting but had previously stated he would be willing to act as Vice Chair again if no one else was elected. 


	10.
	Co-option of new Councillor
The Community Council had previously advertised the vacancy and there had been one application, Sarah Mainwaring who has lived in Reynoldston for over one year.  Cllr Thomas proposed coopting Ms Mainwaring and this was seconded by Cllr Clarke with no objections.  Cllr Clarke welcomed Cllr Mainwaring to the Community Council.  Cllr Mainwaring gave a short narrative on her previous roles in other Community Councils across Gower.

	
	

	3.
	Appointment of Internal Auditor.
This position is currently held by Aimee Dyer who unfortunately was not present at the meeting.  Mr Sizer had spoken to her and she was prepared to remain in position if requested by the Council.  Cllr. Clarke proposed Ms Dyer to remain in position and this was seconded by Cllr. Ashelby.  Motion agreed by all present.


	4.
	Election of two Councillors to consider planning applications 
Cllrs. Twitchett and Ashelby currently consider planning applications and they both agreed to remain in post.  This was proposed by Cllr. Clarke and seconded by Cllr. Cousins.  Motion agreed by all present and Cllr Ashelby accepted the position with Cllr Twitchett agreeing to the position if elected prior to the meeting.


	5.
	Election of one Councillor as delegate to One Voice Wales
Cllr. Thomas currently is the representative for One Voice Wales and agreed to remain in position.  This was proposed by Cllr. Clarke and seconded by Cllr. Cousins.  The motion was agreed by all present and Cllr. Thomas agreed to remain in post as the representative although she found attending the “in person” meetings difficult.  The Clerk offered to attend these meetings if he was available to represent Cllr Thomas.


	6.
	Approval of Annual Return for the year ending 31st March 2026
The Clerk presented to the Councillors the CTC return which had been agreed by the Internal Auditor.  He also produced an Income and Expenditure Statement, a budget showing actual expenditure for the year with variances of income and expenditure.  The Fixed Asset Register stayed the same as previous year so was not presented to the Council.

As the Internal Auditor was not available to attend, the Clerk read out her report on her findings in the accounts which found no issues.  The Clerk wished to thank the Internal Auditor for her assistance during the year.  Cllr. Clarke proposed that the Council accept the work completed by the Clerk and this was seconded by Cllr. Thomas.  The Chair signed the CTC ready to submit to the Auditors.


	7.
	Disclosures of Personal Interest
Any disclosures would be stated before any agenda item.


	8.
	To approve the minutes of the previous meeting 
The minutes were accepted by the Council.  Cllr. Ashelby proposed they be accepted and Cllr. Clarke seconded.  This was agreed by all present.


	9.
	Matters arising
The majority of items in the minutes were also on the agenda and would be discussed during the meeting.  

The Clerk advised the Councillors on one matter regarding payment for the new Website.  The site host sends invoices out through PayPal but PayPal does not accept bank transfers for payments.  The Clerk has a personal PayPal account so he paid the webhost personally and claimed a refund from the Council.  This was explained and fully documented to the Internal Auditor who was happy with the process which would be repeated at the end of this financial year.


	11.
	Questions from members of the public (limited to 15 minutes) 
There were no members of the public present or had requested to attend via Zoom.




	12.
	Update on boundary changes
The Chair, Vice Chair and Clerk had attended a meeting of the four Community Councils affected by the merger. It was agreed to hold further meetings every two months with the next meeting being hosted by Reynoldston CC in early June.


	13.
	Grants 
An email had been received from Enid Jones on behalf of the Afternoon Club thanking the Community Council for sponsoring the coach for their forthcoming trip to Nantgarw.  Ms Jones will be putting photographs and an article in the Village Newsletter.  The Clerk has asked Ms Jones to also email him the photographs so they can be added to our Facebook page.

A grant request had come in from the Village Hall regarding updating the projector in the Minor Hall asking for support in the sum of excess of £3500.  A discussion was held as £2000 was already in the budget for the Village Hall and it was agreed not to offer any more funds at this stage as the Community Council had received strict instructions with regard to the merger not to spend more than was in the budget where possible but it was agreed that the Council would look at the balances towards the end of the financial year and if underspent possibly offer another grant then to the Village Hall.


	14.
	Village greens and highways
There was nothing to report


	15.
	Planning applications
There was an application for Detached dwelling and detached garage – 
Land Adjacent to Gors Green Reynoldston Swansea SA3 1AE. This was a reapplication to keep the planning application live.  The Council had no objections.

There was an application for Change of use of the existing garden store to ancillary living accommodation at The Cottage Burry Reynoldston Swansea SA3 1BH The Council had no objections.

There were also two planning applications for Park View Reynoldston Swansea SA3 1AD Proposed replacement dwelling and construction of 1no, residential dwelling with associated access and a second for proposed replacement dwelling and construction of 1no, residential dwelling with associated access (application for Conservation Area Consent) at the same address.  Cllr Ashelby and the Clerk both stated that the applications were dated 30.1.26 but were NOT present on the City & County of Swansea planning applications website at the March meeting and had appeared after that meeting.  A long discussion was held regarding the application but the Council felt there was nothing they could argue against the proposals and would leave it to the neighbours if they had any issues with the application.




	16.
	Training including Defib training
There were no applications for training amongst the Councillors

The Clerk reported that there had now been two very successful Digital training events held in the Minor Hall attended by about 12 residents at both sessions.

The Clerk also reported on the recent Defib training event in early April which again was attended by about 12 residents of the village.  It was unfortunate that it clashed with the Easter holiday weekend but this was the only date available by the presenter.

The Clerk noted that those attending were of a mature age and asked could the Council hold another event, say in October, where those who could not attend the April event could attend and also try and get “younger” residents to attend.

This was agreed by the Councillors as a worthwhile event and asked the Clerk to make the arrangements.


	17.
	Clerks Update
The bank accounts currently stand at:
Current account 2619.70
Deposit account 5375.34
Total                 7995.04

Since the last meeting, the Clerk had paid:
Reynoldston Afternoon Club grant £390.00
One Voice Wales membership £92.00
Heartbeat Trust donation £50.00
Reynoldston village hall £32.00 (2 meetings)
Age Cymru donation £50.00
NRP Groundworks £4752.00 
Clerk’s salary £863.03
Village Hall for emails £50.00
HMRC 315.07
Councillors’ allowances and expenses £572.00
Clerk – reimburse for website £100.00
Clerk expenses for the financial year £239.99

Since the last meeting, the Clerk reported receiving from City & County of Swansea a precept payment of £2933.34

The Clerk asked permission to make the following payments: 
Insurance Zurich £300.00
Village Hall £24.00 for defib training
Village Hall £16.00 for tonight’s meeting
Howdens – motor mower insurance £344.56

Cllr Thomas proposed and Cllr Cousins seconded making these payments

The Clerk reported that the proposed Council forum meeting date was now moved to 19th May.  No Councillor was available to attend the event. 

The Clerk had been in contact with Huw Evans – Head Democratic Services – City and County of Swansea to correct the address held on their website for the Community Council. This has now been altered to the Clerk’s home address. 

The Clerk had written this year’s Annual Report and asked the Councillors to agree to its publication.  The Councillors noted a few changes they wished to be made which the Clerk noted and would make the necessary changes.  The Annual Report would be published on the Website asap.


	18.
	Website/Social media/Village Newsletter
Cllr Ashelby will write an article in the Newsletter confirming the Councillor positions, welcoming our new Councillor Cllr Mainwaring.  She would also note another Defib training session later in the year and also make residents aware again of the forthcoming boundary changes


	19.
	AOB
Cllr Thomas noted that City & County of Swansea had arranged with Cllr Thomas’s assistant a Playbus to attend Reynoldston lower green on the 28th May.  It was agreed to advertise the event on the Council’s Facebook page and also on Reynoldston’s Facebook page.


	20.
	Date of next meeting
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 14th July 2026


	
	The meeting closed at 9.15
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